                     Piedmont Presbyterian Church
July 26, 2026
9th Sunday after Pentecost
The Preparation
Prelude:  "Praise Ye the Lord”                                        Regina Lewis, Pianist
*Introit: "We Praise You, O God"  (all verses)                                     (purple) 612
*Call to Worship                		                                        
Leader: Something awakened us this morning – perhaps the day’s dawning or the smell of brewed coffee or the sounds of an alarm or a child at the door.
People: And now we gather with awakened spirits to worship the Creator of this day.
Leader: Something moved us this morning – we left behind a sufficiency of sleep or a restless night, we engaged in feeding and dressing, we left on a journey here.
People: And now we gather in this place to worship the Christ who moves among us, and to follow the Spirit which leads us into deeds of love.
All:       May this time be a gathering, awakening and moving one as we serve our God!
*Invocation 
*Hymn: “For the Beauty of the Earth"                                            (purple) 14
* Prayer of Confession                                                   
Holy God, we do not understand why you keep loving us. When we hurt one another, we hurt you. When we lie to each other, we lie to you. When we turn our backs on those in need of care, those who hunger, those who thirst, we do so to you. And we are sorry. Yet even as we speak these words, we know your presence and your forgiveness. Make us strong. Make us tender. Make us generous in love, and we will live as you desire us to live. And we will be grateful. Eternally grateful. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon                                                         
*Response: “Gloria Patri”                                                         (red) front cover 




Welcome and Announcements 
Prayer of Intercession, Lord’s Prayer                                             (purple) 35
Special Music: "Our God"                                                     PPC Ensemble
                                                     
The Proclamation of the Word
Prayer for Illumination 
Old Testament Reading: Genesis 28:10-19                                         (p 24)
New Testament Reading: Matthew 13:24-30                                        (p 13)
 Sermon: ”A Stairway to Heaven, and It Makes We Wonder”
The Response of Faith and Commitment
*Affirmation of Faith: “Apostles’ Creed"                                        (purple) 35
Worship with Tithes and Offerings  
Offertory: "So Send I You"                                         Regina Lewis, Pianist
*Doxology                                                                                    (purple) 606   
*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn: “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy”                                       (purple) 305               
*Benediction 
*Choral Response: "Grace to You"                                                               (insert)                            
*Postlude: "Grace to You"                                          Regina Lewis, Pianist


ENTER TO WORSHIP--------------------------------------Depart to Serve   *Congregation standing for those who are able




This Week at PPC… 
07-26-26



		Our Stewardship Last Week …
			
                                      Of Time   Of Treasure   To Date
 Sunday School                         
Morning Worship	         31             $616.00
VBS                                                        $100.00          $200.00
          

Looking Forward …
August 9		Stated Session Meeting                             11:15 am
		
     

Blessing Box Donations for the Month of August
Bottled water
Any type of juice
NO  soft drinks or carbonated drinks

Prayers for the  People Beneath the Steeple:
Randy Morris – Cancer (Elizabeth Anne’s father)
Anne Hastings – Cancer
Angie Jump – ICU (Amy’s sister-in-law)


We welcome Rev. Jim Caprell 
To bring our morning message
Rev. Jim Caprell is a retired minister member of the Foothills Presbytery, having served as pastor of Simpsonville Presbyterian Church and Chaplain to the Clinton Presbyterian
Retirement Community. He previously served churches in NE Tennessee. A graduate of Wofford College and Columbia Theological Seminary, he and his wife have two adult sons and daughters-in-law and two adorable grandchildren. And a dog.


Grace to You
Grace to you, grace to you,
God's great grace to you.
As you walk thro' your life
injoy or in strife, 
God's grace, God's grace to you.
Peace to you, peace to you
God's great peace to you
As you go through your life, in joy or in strife,
God's peace, God's peace to you.
Love to you, love to you,
God's great love to you.
As you walk through your life
in joy or in strife,
God' Love,  God's love to you.





